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had taught them by word of mouth. Mark, to whom this request was
made, did accordingly set himself to recollect what he had by long con-
versation learned from St Peter; for it is affirmed by some that he had
never seen our Saviour in the flesh. St Peter rejoiced at the affection of
the faithful; and having revised the work, approved of it, and authorized
it to be read in the religious assemblies of the faithful. Hence it might
be that, as we learn from Tertullian, some attributed this gospel to St
Peter himself. Many judge, by comparing the two gospels, that St Mark
abridged that of St Matthew; for he relates the same things, and often
uses the same words; but he adds several particular circumstances and
changes the order of the narration, in which he agrees with St Luke and
St John. He relates two histories not mentioned by St Matthew, namely,
that of the widow giving two mites,1 and that of Christ's appearing to the
two disciples going to Emmaus. St Austin calls him the Abridger of
St Matthew. But Ceillier and some others think nothing clearly proves
that he made use of St Matthew's gospel. This evangelist is concise in
his narrations, and writes with a most pleasing simplicity and elegance.
St Chrysostom admires the humility of St Peter (we may add also of
his disciple St Mark) when he observes that his evangelist makes no
mention of the high commendations which Christ gave that apostle on
his making that explicit confession of his being the Son of God; neither
does he mention his walking on the water; but gives at full length
the history of St Peter's denying his Master, with all its circumstances.
He wrote his gospel in Italy, and in all appearance before the year
of Christ 49.

St Peter sent his disciples from Rome to found other churches. Some
moderns say St Mark founded that of Aquileia. It is certain, at least,
that he was sent by St Peter into Egypt, and was by him appointed Bishop
of Alexandria (which, after Rome, was accounted the second city of the
world), as Eusebius, St Epiphanius, St Jerom, and others assure us.
Pope Gelasius, in his Roman Council, Palladius, and the Greeks universally
add that he finished his course at Alexandria by a glorious martyrdom.
St Peter left Rome and returned into the East in the ninth year of Claudius
and forty-ninth of Christ. About that time St Mark went first into Egypt,
according to the Greeks. The Oriental Chronicle, published by Abraham
Eckellensis, places his arrival at Alexandria only in the seventh year of
Nero and sixtieth of Christ. Both which accounts agree with the relation
of his martyrdom, contained in the ancient acts published by the Bollandists,
which were made use of by Bede and the Oriental Chronicle, and seem
to have been extant in Egypt in the fourth and fifth centuries. By them
we are told that St Mark landed at Cyrene, in Pentapolis, a part of Lybia
bordering on Egypt, and by innumerable miracles brought many over to
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